Posttest probability calculation by weights. A simple form of Bayes' theorem.
This article reintroduces a different form of Bayes' theorem that allows calculation of posttest probabilities by adding quantities known as "weights." A weight combines information found in both a test's sensitivity and specificity. A single value can describe how a given test result changes the posttest probability of disease. The use of weights and this form of Bayes' theorem should allow more widespread understanding and use of probability theory in clinical practice.